


New Compilation of Political
Speeches Released

Chifley Board member, Michael Fullilove, has edited a new compilation of speeches.
Labor’s leading speech writer, Graham Freudenberg, has provided an introduction.

The compilation includes speeches from Labor greats including Ben Chifley, John
Curtin, Arthur Calwell, Gough Whitlam, Paul Keating, Neville Wran, Bob Carr, Rex

Connor and Parliamentary Leader Kim Beazley.
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‘MEN AND

WOMEN OF
AUSTRALIA!

OUR GREATEST
MODERN SPEECHES

Speech making and speech writing are essential to modern politics. As Michael

Fullilove states;

“Every time someone walks to a lectern, looks out into an audience, and begins to
speak, they are taking a stand - and taking a risk.They deserve to be listened to
and, when they say something worth noting, their words should be recorded. It is
important that our kids grow up knowing that great speeches are not only delivered
in a Churchillian growl or a Kennedyesque brogue, but in an Australian drawl as
well. ‘Men and Women of Australia!” aims to thicken that knowledge.”

Men and Women of Australia is available at all

good book stores.
RRP $34.95 Vintage Paperback
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Kevin Rudd continued...

Reflecting this, the bilateral trading relationship has grown greatly
over the past decade to the point where China is now Australia’s
second largest export market - overtaking the US last year. It is
now our second largest import market and second largest trading
partner overall. Australia’s export profile to China is very much
dominated by commodities and raw materials. While that reflects
our comparative advantage, the breadth of China’s growth across
all sectors has been so great that there are far

In 2004, China’s services imports grew by 30.4 per cent while
Australia’s services exports to China grew by 24.8 per cent - and
from a low base. Notwithstanding the level of Australia’s service
export growth to China, it is apparent from these figures that
Australia is not maintaining, let alone increasing, our share of
China’s demand for service imports. This is a critical factor for
Australia given the growing importance of the services sector for
China’s overall growth performance. Services already make up 33
per cent of the total economy and are rising rapidly. Services
make up around 70 per cent of Australia’s total value added in
our economy. We have a highly sophisticated services sector
which is already engaged internationally and is a major source of
export income. It is clear though that our services exports are not
keeping pace with overall services industry growth, not only in
China but also in the global services market.

Last year, world commercial services exports grew by 16 per cent,
with  transportation services in particular recording an
exceptionally strong performance, according to the WTO. DFAT
statistics show that in the same period, Australia’s services
exports grew overall by a significantly lower rate of 5.2 per cent -
only one third the rate of world service exports growth. Australia’s
services industries have the potential for significant export growth
in response to increasing international demand - particularly in
respect to growing demand from China.

Many Australian service sector providers already either have a
presence in, or are trading with, China. But we need to do
everything we can at the policy level to encourage the further
expansion of high value services exports to this rapidly
modernising market. At this stage of its level of development
China’s need for services right across the board is enormous.

Its rapidly developing finance and banking industry requires the
input of not only basic but also more sophisticated banking and
finance products and facilities. Greater opening of China’s
banking system in 2007, which will give foreign banks access to
$1.3 trillion in savings, presents great opportunities for Australia’s
banking and finance specialists. Similarly, the demand for
insurance, accounting, legal, auditing and actuarial services is
immense. As Beijing, along with many other major Chinese cities
rush to build satellite cities the population equivalent size of
Brisbane each year, the demand for construction, engineering,
environmental and town planning services is also considerable.

Beyond finance and construction, a third area of potential growth
is the sale of advanced medical and health services and
technologies to China. Add to these other Australian services
sectors, such as telecommunications, environmental services and
lifestyle and leisure for China’s growing middle class. There is
great potential for Australian service providers to win more dollars
for Australia.

These are sectors in which Australia has great expertise and
experience - sectors in which we should have a far greater
presence in the Chinese market. Reflecting this, Labor is
committed to establishing through Austrade an Australia-China
Taskforce on Services Exports that will work to identify any
impediments in the Chinese market that may be holding back our
growth and to look at new opportunities to promote our service
export industries.

You can get a full copy of the speech by visiting www.alp.org.au
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